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BILL WOULD GRANT DRINKERS AMNESTY
Legislation would protect inebriated
minors from receiving MIPs when
calling for help in emergencies
BY SAMANTHA BUTCHER

University, minors who
call for assistance from the
Grand Valley Police Depart
he responsibility to ment while inebriated do not
call 911 when some receive minor-in-possession
one shows signs of charges or face legal action,
alcohol poisoning seems ob
said Sgt. Craig Zoulek.
vious, but when one or more
“It’s an unwritten policy
of the people involved have that we follow, but if people
been drinking underage, the call for help on campus,
situation is far from black whether it be an alcohol in
and white.
cident or narcotics, we don’t
For many students, the cite the parties involved,” he
possibility of receiving a said.
minor-in-possession charge
While students do not face
is a deterrent that can delay MIPs or other legal action
or even completely stop them while on GVSU’s Allendale or
from seeking help during al Pew campuses, that “unwritten
cohol-related medical emer policy” is not necessarily in
gencies. However, legislation place when GVPD or the Ot
that entered the Michigan tawa County Sheriff’s Depart
House last month would re ment responds to off-campus
move the fear of consequenc incidents, Zoulek said.
i
es from the situation.
At Grand Valley State
SEE DRINKING, A3
GVL EDITOR IN CHIEF
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WHAT TO DO

GVL Archive

PBT test: Grand Valley Police Department's Sgt. Craig Zoulek administers a blood alcohol test outside of campus. GVPD officers do not
give citations to minors who are under the influence of alcohol or narcotics when calls are made for emergency assistance on campus.
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UNCONTROLLABLY

CUNFUSEDOR
IN A STUPOR

5,000

BLUE TINGED
OR PAEE

Minors who
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Data from
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Call 800-222-1222 to be routed to your local poison
control center and be prepared to give information about
what kind of alcohol the person drank, how much and
when. Staff at the call center can instruct you whether
you should take the person to a hospital.

Contact 911 or GVPD immediately.
Do not leave someone who is
unconscious or vomiting alone.

BURNING OUT

GVL / Eric Coulta<

Here to help: The GVSU Counseling Center in Student Services. £

S

Students battling fatigue,
apathy during long semesters

GVL Photo Illustration / Eric Coulter

In charge: GVSU student Jacob Campbell plugs a car into an on-campus electric vehicle charging station before class.

BY UZ GARLICK

Practicality of charging stations questioned
BY ANDREW JUSTUS
GVL ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The seven electric vehicle-charging
stations across the Grand Valley State
University system are just getting bro
ken in but their usefulness is already
coming into questiorv The chargers
have yet to attract a noticeable stream
of customers save for the univer
sity’s Chevrolet Volt plug-in hybrid.
“I am not aware of anyone using the char

gers regularly other than the engineer
ing department using it for their Chevy
Volt,” said Tim Thimm^sch, assistant
vice president of Facilities Services.
OVSU does not have data yet on the
usage of the chargers but is capable of
tracking such statistics through a com
pany called Chargepoint, which moni
tors charging stations nationwide, said
Dave Feenstra, maintenance supervisor
for Facilities Services.
“We should look at getting monthly

GVL STAFF WRITER

$

reports from them,” Feenstra said.
Chargepoint mainly deals with sta
tions that charge a fee for electricity, but
also keeps data for free stations like those
at GVSU.
The charging stations at the Allendale
and Pew campuses were funded through
grants from the U.S. Department of En
ergy. Feenstra said the university paid for
the iretallation of the station, which cost

For college students across the globe, the stresses of
higher education can be a heavy burden to bear. For many;
students, stress that creeps up and culminates around mict;
semester can cause fatigue, apathy and even cause a student
to give up on higher education completely.
According to Classes and Careers, a website that helpjC
students find colleges to their liking, “burning out” is tht
No. 1 reason why college students drop out each year.
Harriet Singleton, a counselor and a coordinator of Grand
Valley State University multicultural counseling and diver
sity at the Counseling Center, said “bum out” is the feeling

SEE CAR, A3
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NEWS BRIEFS

MSA hosts Islamic Awareness Week

International House seeks household items
Students living in the International House, located
in Murray Living Center, initiated a "freecycle" pro
gram that provides the campus community with a
sustainable way to give back and provides incoming
international students housing necessities.
When students move out at the end of winter se
mester, Derek Plumb, assistant living center director,
said international students will reach out to campus
community to collect pots and pans, silverware,
dishes, clothes hangers, small appliances and other
household items in good condition. The collected
items will then be donated to next year's incoming
international students.

Writers series to feature Randy Wyatt
Playwright, director, professor and literary manag
er Randy Wyatt is next up in the GVSU Writers Series
on Monday with a 4 p.m. craft talk and 5:15 p.m. read
ing. Both events will be in Room 2215 of the Kirkhof
Center, and are open to the public with free admis
sion.
Wyatt is currently the theater program director
and assistant professor of theater at Aquinas College.
His work has been recognized by the Kennedy Cen
ter American College Theatre Festival and the Grand
Awards of West Michigan, and published by Heinemann, Applause Publishing, Smith & Kraus, YouthPLAYS and Playscripts.

Women's Center to raise money with sweets
All-you-can-eat chocolate desserts and a silent auc
tion are the highlights of the Grand Valley State Uni
versity Women's Center annual "Indulge in a Cause"
fundraiser.
Proceeds from the event will benefit Women's Cen
ter programs and their endowment fund. The Center
offers scholarships to non-traditional students who
may not otherwise qualify for financial aid. The event
takes place Feb. 23 from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the
Eberhard Center on Pew Campus.
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WHAT'S INSIDE
SECTION A

BY LIZZY BALBOA

view Muslims with an “us versus them”
mentality, which has been the plight of
many minority groups in American histo
n an attempt to promote inclusiveness ry. However, many Muslims are patriotic
and understanding of the Islamic cul Americans, he said.
ture in America, the Muslim Student
“Muslims are part erf America’s soci
Association of Grand Valley State Uni ety,” he said. “We are Americans. Mus
versity is sponsoring its fourth annual Is lims feel like they are in defense and they
lamic Awareness Week from Monday to need to explain that they are Americans
Feb. 17.
and they love their country.”
Each day, a speaker will present on
Gasim said Muslims are trying to
various aspects erf the Islamic faith and overcome general misconceptions and
traditions.
negative portrayals in the media and pop
MSA officer Mohammed Ghannam ular culture to become recognized as fullsaid between 50 and 150 people attended fledged Americans.
the events each day last year, and that the
“There are a lot of misconceptions
group is expecting the same amount, if about Islam and Muslims in general,”
not more, this year.
Gasim said. “(People think) Islam is a re
Every event is LIB 100 and US 201 ap ligion that promotes violence, that Islam
proved, and refreshments will be served.
is equal to terrorism, that you can’t be
“We need our faculty and students Muslim and American.”
Ghannam agreed that this thought is
to enhance their perspective on Islam,”
Ghannam said, adding that most Ameri prevalent in America. He said he hopes
cans associate Islam with terrorism and to “show people that you can be Muslim
that the group is aiming to correct that and you can be American. You can lead a
normal, successful, happy life.”
misconception.
Gasim called the American attitude
He said the goal is to foster diversity
and promote accurate understanding of toward Muslims “Islamophobia,” or what
he said is “the fear that Muslims are here
their views.
“We’re Muslims,” he said. “We’re to dominate America or promote sharia
living here in the U.S. We’re not extrem law, things like that.”
The professor said one of the underly
ists.”
Ghannam said the MSA of GVSU ing problems is the tendency for Ameri
hopes to promote understanding of Islam cans to emphasize differences rather than
on a national scale, but is starting its mis similarities.
“You rarely hear people talk about the
sion at Grand Valley.
“We want to do our part, (and) be pro common grounds that people have with
active as Muslims on campus to correct Muslims,” he said. “We don’t talk about
the things that bring people together, we
the vision erf Islam.”
Middle Eastern Studies professor Ga- usually talk about the things that divide
mal Gasim said Islamic Awareness Week people. Islamic awareness and weeks
helps in “enhancing the mission of Grand like this and events like this are really
good opportunities for our students here,
Valley to reach out to all people.”
Gasim said in many cases, Americans for our faculty, for our GVSU people to

ISLAMIC

GVL NEWS EDITOR

AWARENESS WEEK

I

MONDAY

Sebastian Maisel
"A Faith For All Seasons Islam
and Interfaith Dialogue''
4:30 to 6 p.m.
Pore Marquette Room

TUESDAY

Halim Naeem
"The Spirituality of Islam"
4:30 to 6 p.m.
Cook-DeWitt Center

WEDNESDAY

Lena Masri
"Civil Rights and Islam'
4:30 to 6 p.m.
Grand River Room

THURSDAY

Brother Dash
Spoken word artist and poet
7 to 9 p.m.
Cook-DeWitt Center

FRIDAY

Ahmed Ahmed
World-renowned comedian
7 to 9 p.m.
Loosemore Auditorium

learn more about Islam and also to learn
about their fellow Americans who share
with them the love of this country and the
belonging to this country, too.”
Ghannam said the MSA of Grand Val
ley has about 45 to 50 members on the
roster, but he said the Muslim population
is greater than the numbers reflect.
For more information on the Islamic
community at GVSU, visit the Muslim
Student Association page on www.gvsu.
com/stuey.
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by emailing editorial@lanthorn.com.
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POLICE BLOTTER
GV students in Frey
drug use incident
will make recovery
Four male GVSU stu
dents taken to the hospital
on Jan. 30 after consum
ing unknown chemtcal(s)
last vypek are expected to
recover.
At the request of the
students' families, the
university will not be
publicly releasing the
names of the students.
Capt. Brandon DeHaan, assistant director

of the GrandValley Police
Department, said police
are still not certain what
chemical(s) the students
consumed but at this
point believe they were
"very potent and danger
ous mind-altering chemi
cals."
Chemical
samples
recovered
by
police
have been sent to a lab
for analysis. Test results
could take at least six to
eight weeks.
clane@lanthorn.com

Student charged
with home invasion
A Georgetown Twp.
man who burglarized a
student apartment near
Grand Valley State Uni
versity was charged with
first-degree home inva
sion during an arraign
ment Friday in Ottawa
County District Court.
The burglar, 23-yearold GVSU student Sean
Michael Nguyen, was
apprehended by two fe
male students around 1

a.m. Friday after running
from their 42nd Avenue
apartment.
The Ottawa County
Sheriff's Department is
investigating
whether
Nguyen is responsible
for other home invasions
in the area. Officers told
media outlets he could
face additional charges.
Nguyen posted bond
after his arraignment.
Police said he will remain
free, pending further de
velopments in the case.
editorial@lanthorn.com
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NEWS I A3
DRINKING
continued from A1

GVL Archive

No free pass: A Grand Valley Police Department officer administers a sobriety test on the side of the road.Though Michigan's
drinking amnesty bill that currently waits in the House for legislation does grant students amnesty while seeking help for
themselves or others in emergency situations, the bill does not protect students in the case of driving under the influence.

BURNOUT
continued from A1

of exhaustion and diminished
interest in a subject, career
field or activity.
“Some symptoms may in
clude a feeling of emptiness or
sickness, loss of enthusiasm
for former pleasurable activi
ties. anxiety centered on com
pleting a certain task and an
avoidance of preparing for the
future or for an exam,” Singleton said.
Wayne Kinzie, associate
director of GVSU’s Counsel
ing Center, said an academic
burnout is likely among stu
dents because college requires
many transitions that take the
focus off education.
“From a developmental
perspective, one of the worst
times for many students to at
tend college might be between
(ages) 17 and 25,” Kinzie said.
“This developmental period
of our lives contains so many
developmental tasks that can
disrupt academic endeavors,
(which include): taking on
adult roles and responsibili
ties, working on socializing
skills, forming intimate rela
tionships, developing a clearer
self-perception, being away

CAR
continued from A1

$15,000.
John McElroy, an automo
tive analyst at wwwautoline.
tv, a Detroit-based website that
covers automotive industry
news and issues said having
charging infrastruction does
not make sense as “there are
just so few EV’s out there.”
“GM and Nissan (makers
of the Volt and Nissan Leaf,
respectively) sold fewer than
16,000 electric cars,” in a year
with 12.8 million total vehicle
sales. McElroy said.
Owners of electric vehicles
and plug-in hybrids are re
luctant to use public charging
facilities unless they are in
credibly convenient, McElroy
said, adding that those motor
ists would rather charge their
cfirs at home.

from borne for an extended
first time and not having pa
rental support readily avail
able.”
John Zagura, coordinator
of career counseling ;ind test
ing at the Counseling Center,
said procrastination due to
guili and stress often leads to
bum out.
“I think students can man
age lots of tasks, but not at
the last minute,” Zagura said,
adding that effective time
management and putting aside
time each week for classes
and homework can reduce the
chances of burning out.
Putting aside 40 hours for
classes and school work will
help, he said, and students will
still have 120 hours to them
selves.
“1 always encourage look
ing for balance, harmony,
good feelings and still having
time to enjoy campus life.”
Zagura said. “You mast step
back and be reflective, and ask
yourself, ‘Am I making prog
ress? What changes could I be
making?”
Zagura suggested students
on the verge of bun-out take
time to exercise, sleep well
and make an optimal study en
vironment free of distractions.

Singleton and, cKinzie. also
offered similar advice.
‘Two of the best protections
against burning out include
hard, intense aerobic exercise
at least four to five times per
week, and supportive, nurtur
ing, trusting relationships with
others — or perhaps (with)
your dog — that are easily
available to access,” Kinzie
said.
Singleton also recom
mended reassessing one’s ma
jor and career path. She sug
gested taking different routes
when walking to class, trying
something new with one’s
diet, using self talk in a posi
tive manner and asking friends
and family members for sup
port.
Singleton added that burn
out can happen to any person
at any time, and the key is to
be able to recognize its symp
toms early and find ways to
manage it.
“If all else fails, seek coun
seling in the GVSU Counsel
ing and Career Department
Center,” she said.
To meet with a counselor,
contact the Counseling and
Career Development Center at
616-331-3266.

According to McElroy,
the average household in
come of an electric car buyer
is $170,000. meaning that
investments in infrastructure
for such vehicles would dis
proportionately benefit the
wealthiest members of the
university community. Elec
tric and plug-in hybrid vehicle
sales will make up one percent
of total light vehicle sales by
2025, he said.
Currently, efficient die
sel cars outsell all hybrid and
electric vehicles, McElroy
said, even without incentives
and with only being sold by
German automakers.
Bart Bartels, GVSU’s cam
pus sustainability manager,
said the university’s seven
charging stations were not
installed to satisfy the needs
of vehicles on the road and
in campus parking lots today.

but rather to meet the demands
of vehicles that have not been
made yet.
“Ford and GM are look
ing at much higher EV sales
figures for 2012,” he said. “In
state EV sales projections are
1384 for 2012,2.084 in 2013
and another 2,444 in 2014.”
Bartels’ said the people
of Michigan pay $1 bil
lion annually to buy fos
sil fuels from out of state.
“Electric vehicles are a way to
support the local economy by
keeping our money in state,”
he said. “For Grand Valley,
providing charging stations
allows chit community to uti
lize these types of vehicles,
and enables them to reduce
their carbon footprint, helping
insure a sustainable future for
us all .”

i

House Bill 4393 would
grant immunity from MIPs
to minors in three cases: the
minor seeks medical treat
ment for himself or herself
while intoxicated, the minor
accompanies someone else
seeking medical treatment
or the minor contacts a po
lice officer or emergency
dispatcher to obtain medical
assistance for themselves or
others. The bill was origi
nally introduced to the Judi
ciary Committee on March
8, 2011, and was passed to
the House on Jan. 24.
“The problem of under
age drinking is one that is
prevalent on our college
campuses and through the
communities,” said state
Rep. Anthony Forlini (R —
Harrison Twp.), who intro
duced the bill, in a press re
lease, “Dangerous situations
can occur when a minor
drinks too much. Students
put their classmates in dan
ger because nobody wants
to call for help because they
fear a minor in possession
charge .”
According to data from
the National Institute on
Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol
ism, approximately 5,000
minors in the U.S. die while
under the influence of alco
hol. That number includes
vehicular deaths, homicides,
suicides
and accidental
deaths.
Zoulek said while stu
dents do not face legal
consequences if they call
GVPD, the cases may be
handled through the Dean’s
office, where students could
face consequences in the
academic judiciary process
or mandated participation in
Alcohol Campus Education
(ACES) programs.
“We don’t want to dis
courage people from call
ing for help in a very seri
ous situation, and the fear

"We don't want
to discourage
people from
calling for
help in a
very serious
situation,
and the fear
of getting in
trouble can do
that, so we try
to get rid of
that."
SGT. CRAIG
ZOULEK
GVPD

of getting in trouble can do
that, so we try to get rid of
that,” Zoulek said.
Signs of alcohol poison
ing include blue-tinged or
pale skin, low body tem
perature, uncontrolled vom
iting, hypothermia, seizures
and unconsciousness. Ir
regular breathing, with a
gap or more than 10 seconds
between breaths, or slow
breathing, with less than
eight breaths per minute, are
also warning signs.
If someone is uncon
scious, breathing slowly or %
vomitting
uncontrollably,
call 911 or local emergency
services like GVPD im
mediately. If the person is
conscious but still shows
signs of alcohol poisoning,
call 800-222-1222 to be
routed to the local poison
control center. Someone
who is unconscious or has
“passed out” should never
be left alone or left to sleep
it off, as alcohol continues
to be released into the blood
stream after the person has
stopped drinking, causing
their blood-alcohol level to
continue to rise.
To contact GVPD, call
616-331-3255.
editorial @ lanthorn £om
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EDITORIAL

SAFETY FIRST
hough college is not technically syn
onymous with drinking, it does play
a major role in lives of most college
students nationwide.
Whether it’s consuming alcohol yourself
or watching your neighbors go in for a keg
stand, at some point in time during your col
lege career, most students will have gotten or
watched their peers get belligerently drunk.
Chances are, you’ll see a lot of those same
people end up with minor-in-possession
charges, or at least get close enough to a cop
to get scared of one.
However, as terrifying as an MIP is
to most college students, there are worse
consequences. According to data from the
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and

T

The recommendation ofHouse Bill 4393 is an important step from the
state legislature to ensure student safety in emergency situations

Alcoholism, approximately 5,000 minors
in the U.S. die while under the influence of
alcohol, including vehicular deaths, homi
cides, suicides and accidental deaths. That is
a lot of stupid, pointless deaths.
That’s why, no matter what your stance is
on underage drinking, it seems pretty clear
that the passing into legislation of House Bill
4393 is no-brainer.
Under the bill, a minor is allowed to
seek help with no legal retributions in cases
where alcohol consumption becomes a
medical emergency, even if that minor has
consumed alcohol his or herself. The mea
sure applies in cases where the minor pres
ents him or herself for medical treatment,
the minor accompanies an individual who is

QUESTION OFTHE ISSUE

being presented for medical treatment or the
minor contacts a police officer or emergency
medical services for the purpose of obtaining
medical assistance for themselves or others.
At Grand Valley State University, minors
who call for assistance from the Grand Val
ley Police Department while inebriated do
not receive minor-in-possession charges or
face legal action as a part of a pre-existing
“unwritten policy.”
However, for GVSU students living
off-campus, a potential visit from the Ottawa
County Sheriff’s Department or even the
GVPD still holds the threat of disciplinary
action, even in an emergency. And though
the threat of an MIP charge should not stop
somebody from dialing 911 for a sick friend.

for some it might.
If you consider the state of Michigan as
a whole, a blanket law for the whole state
would be an effective way to help ensure
students’ safety across the board, no matter
the situation or location.
Since the state of Micliigan is making an
effort to help underage drinkers stay safe,
so should underage drinkers help the state
of Michigan to keep themselves and their
peers under control. House Bill 4393 could
be super effective, as long as students make
an effort, too.
Drinking is an undeniable and unchang
ing part of college culture, so just be smart
about what you consume and what you do
with yourself once you’ve consumed it.

EDITORIAL CARTOON I BY KING FEATURES

Would the threat of an MIP charge
make you more apprehensive about
calling police during an emergency?
"Not at all, especially when
someone's life is at stake."
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Sophomore, political science
Dublin, Ireland
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"Definitely not. If someone's safety
and health is at stake, that is the
most important."

j1

ETOIPENT,.,

__

For M NEXT
70 H&Sb.NH

LIFE WIU, 8E AN

om P00K,„ND
CiOSSTf

i

KAILEY MILLS
Senior, allied health sciences
Davisburg. Mich.

Crumbling under the pressure of Last Laker Standing

"It certainly causes a person to
pause in a situation where quick
action is critical. We all know that
students will and are going to
partake regardless of the law."

BRANDAN BILSKI

BY CHRIS SLATTERY

Sophomore, philosophy and economics
Grand Rapids, Mich.

GVL COLUMNIST

"No, I think an emergency is an
emergency and if someone is in
real trouble then any legal worries
should really take a backseat to
their personal safety."

AMBER VANALLE
Senior, theater
Ypsilanti, Mich.

"No, life (is greater than an) MIR
Always. If you're not 21, know
your limits and don't be an idiot."

LINDSEY MCKENNEY
Senior, group social studies
Fenton, Mich.

Hantfjorn
The student-run newspapers at Grand Valley State University

Hey, what are you doing
tomorrow night around, say,
9? Yeah, Friday night, time
to party! Get stoked!
But before you do, have
you considered Last Laker
Standing? If you read the
paper last year around this
time, you’ll remember that I
wrote a column about how no
one should attend the event.
Then, like the hypocrite I am.
I. well, competed.
It is an incredibly surreal
experience for the comedi
ans, because in its own way.
Last Laker Standing decides
who are some of the funniest
people at GVSU — who gets
the biggest applause, who
gets the most laughs, who

SAMANTHA BUTCHER

Editor in Chief
Managing Editor

HALEY OTMAN

Web Managing Editor
Advertising Manager

KEVIN HAUSFELD

BY KEVIN VAN ANTWERPEN
GVL COLUMNIST

GVL OPINION POLICY
The ultimate goal of the Grand
Valley Lanthorn opinion page is to
stimulate discussion and action on
topics of interest to the Grand Val
ley Community Student opinions
do not reflect those of the Grand
Valley Lanthorn
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
welcomes reader viewpoints and
often three vehicles of expres
sion for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
phone responses.
Letters must include the author's
name and be accompanied by
current picture identification if
dropped off in person letters will
be checked b$' an employee of the
Grand Valley Lanthorn.

Letters appear as space permits
each issue. The limit for letter
length is one page, single spaced
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense letters and columns
for length restrictions and clarity
All letters must he typed.
The Grand Valley I .anthorn will
not be held responsible for errors
that appear in print as a result of
transcribing handwritten letters or
e-mail typographic errors
The name of the author may be
withheld for compelling reasons
The content, information and views
expressed are not approved by nor
necessarily represent those erf the
university, its Board of Trustees,
officers, faculty and staff

any rules as to what is funny,
so the joke-tellers have to re
ally play everything by ear,
like a pianist who hits the
keys with the side of his head.
And that’s terrifying.
Comedian Mike Birbiglia
addressed these fears when
he said, “When people don’t
like a play or a movie, they
can say, ‘We didn’t like the set
or the script or the costumes.’
With standup comedy, if
people don’t like it, they basi
cally say, ‘We don’t like you.
Y’know, your personality.’”
Bombing at a comedy
event is a terrible feeling.
When a joke misses the target
completely, it feels as though
yOu’ve worked all week on
a presentation for class and
the professor announces your
grade in the middle of your
PowerPoint: “Fail!” It’s hu
miliating, it’s embarrassing,
and doesn’t say much about
your understanding of other
people.
Heckling is different. In an

already high-stress situation,
their drunken screams don’t
help any.
It’s being a jerk for the
sake of it, because no one
who has ever heckled has
had anything constructive to
say. No one says, “I think you
need to adjust your timing
slightly!”
Greg Monahan is hosting
this year’s semi-final round
and the doors open at 8:30
p.m. How I told everyone not
to go last year, I want you and
everyone you know to come
to this free event ten times
more this year.
I’m not using this to try
and get more votes because
I trust people to vote on who
they think is the funniest
(and I will lose graciously).
Instead, I just want to see as
many bodies in the seats as
possible; if I crash, I want to
bum as well.
When that happens, let’s
go party!
cslattery@ lanthorn /com

A beginner's guide to turning 21

EDITORIAL PAGE BOARD
ANYA ZENTMEYER

interacts with the audience
in the most personable way.
These are also known as “life
skills.”
You may know funny
people, the kind of person
who says sarcastic comments
or makes mean jokes, but
it takes a certain amount of
confidence to get up on stage
and stylize it, and there are
very few opportunities in col
lege for that to be judged on
such a public and democratic
level. Our athletes are under
an overwhelming amount of
scrutiny every time they com
pete, but at the same time,
there is only so much that a
body will allow.
Conversely, the mind can
go anywhere, can make all
kinds of observations and
connections (“Fireflies are
pretty but fire flies are terrify
ing”) but it’s not until there is
an audience that a joke-teller
knows what is funny and
what isn’t.
Comedy doesn’t follow

To those of you standing
near the exit door of 20 years
old, I have one thing to say to
you: “Oh man, you’re going
to have no idea what to do
with yourself once you’re fi
nally released out into the real
world.”
Unless you’re a cute girl.
In that case: “Hey there. Wan
na grabadnnk?”
But I digress. I’m writing
this article for those of you
who are new to this whole
turning 21 thing. I’m an ex
pert. I’ve done it a few times.
So why don’t you take a few
words from the wise.
What to wear Dudes.
When you’re ready to go out.

I want you to look down at
your shirt. Do you see a tie at
tached to it? No? Why don’t
you go pick up some Mag
num 40s from the gas station
and watch reruns of “Survi
vor.” You’ll have more fun.
As for the girls: really, you’d
be pretty even in an oversized
sweatshirt and some cargo
pants. It’s impossible for you
not to look nice. By the way,
I was totally serious about
grabbing that drink.
How to handle shots:
Since it’s your special day,
and I’m assuming you actu
ally have friends, people are
inevitably going to buy you
enough shots to kill a se
nior. Now for some people. I
would suggest having a trust
ed friend covertly sneak a few
of those shots away from you
(I’d be happy to do this if you
don’t have a trusted friend).
But my all-time favorite rou
tine is to pour the shots you

can’t drink into a thermos.
More for later, right?
On clubbing: More than
300,000 seals die of clubbing
every year. If you club, you’re
a part of the problem, not the
solution. Go to a real bar in
stead.
How to handle taxis: By
this point, you’re probably
going to swear that every guy
with a mustache is Tom Selleck. This is the alcohol talk
ing. Even if you did see Tom
Selleck, his mustache is far
too awesome to consort with
the likes of you. So assum
ing your friends aren’t jerks
and have called you a cab,
please don’t start asking the
moustached cab driver (it’s
like a national law or some
thing — they all have them)
what it was like to work with
Clint Eastwood. The only an
swer he’ll give you is a slight
increase on your cab fare.
On hangovers: I’ve per

sonally found the best way
to avoid a hangover is to
not stop being drunk. Warn
ing though — your parents,
boss and professors may be
slightly annoyed (which is
just responsible-person code
for “I’m jealous of your awe
someness, your wonderful
future, and your really nice
hair.”)
So assuming you paid
attention through this en
tire article. I’m going to say
you're now prepared. Happy
birthday. Have fun. Remem
ber, there’s always Mass on
Sunday morning if you do
anything too bad over the
weekend.
(This column is dedicated
to Grand Valley student Ni
cole Olwean and how messy
her 21st birthday is going to ■
be.)
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GV monitoring printer waste
• BY SAMANTHA BELCHER
QVL STAFF WRITER

rand Valley State
University is one of
the only universi
ties in Michigan that pro
vides free printing for all
students, but the amount of
paper waste is a large prob
lem.
From Saturday to Feb.
24, Information Technol
ogy will study how much
| printer paper is wasted in
computer labs and classJ rooms. IT staff members
| will estimate the amount of
paper that gets recycled by
i putting it into boxes.
Jayne Dissette, aca
demic systems supervisor,
! said the university tries to
I measure how much paper
is wasted each semester.
J
"It allows students to
see how their resources are
GVL / Bo Anderson
J being used," Dissette said.
Printing problems: Students in e Henry Hall computer lab wait for their papers to print out. On-campus printers, which print
Bart Bartels, director of
free of charge to students, faculty and staff, print 20 million sheets per year, 30 to 33 percent of which is wasted and recycled.
'GVSU’s Sustainability Ini
"We try to make them last
tiative, said some students “We can’t help but notice how students will be able to students to every one print
print e-books and long ar much paper is being printed send their assignments to er on the Allendale and as long as possible,” she said.
the printer, but then they Pew campuses. Although
IT does not have plans
ticles, then do not claim the and not used,” she said.
In order to decrease have to release the assign Korzinek said she has not to increase the number of
majority of pages printed.
received formal complaints printers on campus, but
Sue Korzinek, director the amount of paper used, ment at the printer.
Korzinek
said
this from students about a lack only replace broken ones if
of Information Technology, all GVSU printers started
said 30 to 33 percent of printing on both sides of a method would reduce the of printers, many students needed.
Korzinek said printers
printed paper gets wasted sheet in fall. 2009, which amount of paper used be voice concerns among
Korzinek said has helped to cause students can choose themselves that the univer can be fixed within an hour
and recycled on campus.
not to release the assign sity does not have enough if they are reported to IT,
Bartels
added
that reduce paper usage.
GVSU prints about 20 ment if they accidentally printers to accommodate but many broken printers on
most universities have
all the students using them. campus do not get reported
a limit to how much pa million sheets of paper chose to print it.
The new printers will
Korzinek said each for days or weeks.
per a student can print. each year.
"Sometimes it gets dif
New printers will be put also track the average num printer costs about $4,000
I think there should be a
limit for those that abuse its into the Mary Idema Pew Li ber of pages each student and last about three to four ficult when people do not
brary and Seidman College prints, although no official years. Certified IT techni report it,” Korzinek said.
use,” he said.
cians respond with replace
To submit an IT request,
Dissette added that she of Business Building when limit is being imposed.
The student to printer ment parts when broken call 616-331-2101.
hopes instructors talk to their the projects are completed.
sbelcher@ lanthorn .com
With the new printers. ratio at GVSU is about 425 printers are reported.
studentsabout usingless paper.

G

WGVU host named among 'most influential'
BY ANYA ZENTMEYER
GVL MANAGING EDITOR

Actress, athlete, board
member and committee
chair, Shelley Irwin can
now add “One of the 50
most influential women in
West Michigan” to her list
of accomplishments.
;
Irwin,
known
most
prominently for her role
as producer and host of the
WGVU’s "Morning Show”
was selected by the Grand

Rapids Business Journal
for their list of the most
influential women in the
area.
"We’re very pout of
Shelley’s great work here at
WGVU and throughout the
community,” said WGVU
assistant general manager
Ken Kolbe in a press re
lease. “She’s a tireless and
selfless community advo
cate. This is truly a welldeserved honor.”

Grand Rapids Business
Journal surveyed hundreds
of women throughout Kent,
Ottawa and Muskegon
counties before choosing
their 50, including Irwin.
Which isn’t surprising,con
sidering the breadth of her
involvement in the area.
"Presently I’m president
of the University Gub of
GR, just completed chair
manship of the (Kent Dis-

trict Library) fund board,
am Chair of the WGVU
Engage Women and Girls
Lead Initiative, Chair of the
Press Gub of GR,” to name
a few, Irwin said.
In additiomsne Srves
on the boards of the Epilep
sy Foundation, Girl Scouts
and Grand Rapids Cham
ber of Commerce and con
tinues to serve on the KDL
fund board.
It doesn’t stop there.
She serves on the com
mittees of Athena, Girls
Choral Academy, Michigan
Women’s Foundation, Rap
id Transit committee and
St. Cecelia Music Center
marketing committee.
Irwin was the first fe
male president of the Grand
Rapids Lions Club in 89
years, and has never taken
a sick day in her life.
Though she is now rec
ognized as a leader in her
field, Irwin didn’t start out
in the broadcasting busi
ness. With a master’s in
physical therapy, Irwin
practiced outpatient or
thopedics for fifteen years
before finally chasing her
“broadcasting dream.”
"The journey took me
2.5 years of education, in
terning, working for mini
mum wage and pouring
coffee,” Irwin said. “Along
the way, I did get sent to

Courtesy Photo / Shelley Irwin

Multitasking, multi-talented: WGVU Morning Show host Shelley Irwin (pictured) was named
one of West Michigan's 50 most influential women by the Grand Rapids Business Journal.

Germany, France and was a
frequent field producer for
WJR.”
In December 2001, she
signed on with WGVU as
a producer and fill in host,
and has hosted the “Morn
ing Show” since 2003. You
can also spot her on “Ask
the Expert,” “Community
Connection” and “Family
Health Matters.”
With so many commu
nity leadership roles, she
said the most challenging
part of her job is juggling it
all. But the rewarding parts,
she said, are worth the chal
lenge.
“Meeting
so
many

people, learning so many
things, being told I made
the guests comfortable,” Ir
win said.
She said receiving the
award from the Grand

Rapids Business Journal
is “quite hard to believe”
knowing the company she’s
in, but said she doesn’t take
it for granted, and still as
pires to better.
Irwin will join her 49

counterparts for recogni
tion during a luncheon on
March 7 at the Amway
Grand Plaza Hotel’s Am
bassador Ballroom.
“I’m blessed to have
high energy and a positive
attitude, plus enjoy this
community,” Irwin said.
“Perhaps I’m good at mul
titasking.”

managingeditor@
lanthorn.com

GV offers
workshop
for FAFSA

RHODES

Aid workshop part of
statewide initiative
BY SAMANTHA BELCHER
GVL STAFF WRITER

Students can receive free
assistance for their 2012-13
FASFA forms from finan
cial aid experts at the DeVos
Center on Sunday from 2 to
4 p.m.
Eight Grand Valley State
University financial aid ex
perts will be at the event to
help students seeking schol
arships, grants and loans. The
event is part of a statewide
initiative. College Goal Sun
day.
“This can be a helpful re
source to anyone who needs
it” said Michelle Rhodes,
GVSU director of financial
aid.
Students should bring
bank statements, completed
tax or W-2 forms, proof of
residency, a social security
card and other personal docu
ments.
About 20,(XX) GVSU stu
dents received grants, loans,
scholarships and work-study
opportunities during the
2010-11 school year, accord
ing to GVSU’s Office of Fi
nancial Aid.
Rhodes said the univer
sity awarded $247 million in
financial aid during the 201011 year.
New and returning stu
dents from colleges and uni
versities all over the state are
allowed to attend the event.
“We want to give access to
any student,” Rhodes said.
Other College Goal Sun
day sites include the Loutit
District Library in Grand Ha
ven, Davenport University
in Holland and Muskegon
Community College in Mus
kegon.
Rhodes added that stu
dents can use a tool on the
financial aid office’s website
for help with FASFA forms if
they cannot attend the event.
Students can also visit the
Financial Aid office for as
sistance.
For more information
about the event or FASFA, go
to www.gvsu.edu/financialaid
or call 616-331-3234.

sbelcher @ lanthorn .com
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To show our appreciation
of the support that the
GVSU Community shows
to the bus system, we're
having a contest to see
who can guess the date
and time (to the nearest
half-hour) when we'll
reach two-million riders.

fpod fl/ano/

Become a fan of
“GVSU Transportation Services"
http://www.gvsu.edu/transportation
on Facebook and
submit your guessl
www gvtu •du/tran«portetk>n
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SHORTS
Laker trio named to
Martinez watch list
The College Baseball
Lineup has named Grand
Valley State University se
niors Steve Anderson, Ryan
Garman and Kyle Schepel
to the 2012 Tino Martinez
Award watch list awarded
to the top Division II baseball
player each season.
In 2011, Anderson was
a semifinalist for the award
after leading the Lakers with
a .397 batting average, 73
hits, 64 RBI and seven home
runs.
Garman is on the watch
list after compiling a 9-1
record and establishing a
team-leading 1.70 ERA last
season.
Similar to Anderson,
Schepel was a semifinalist
for the award a season ago.
As a pitcher, Schepel went
11-0 in 2011 and finished the
year 66 strikeouts in 77 in
nings.
GVSU begins its season
at Bellarmine University on
Feb. 27.

____

BIG TIME

Big Meet brings big prep for Lakers

Thomas named GLIAC
Player of the Week
Senior guard James
Thomas was named the
GLIAC North Division Player
of the Week after helping the
Grand Valley State University
men's basketball team earn a
pair of GLIAC victories.
In a week where GVSU
played three games in five
days, Thomas averaged 18.3
points and 7.7 rebounds.
A midweek 78-51 loss at
Cedarville, saw the senior
notch game-highs with 22
points and eight rebounds.
The Lakers then went
on to defeat Saginaw Valley
State University 71-56 and
Lake Superior State Univer
sity 75-63.
Against the Cardinals,
Thomas shot 54 percent
from the field and chipped in
with 15 points.
Facing off against Lake
Superior State, he went 3-of4 from three-point range.
The Lakers will host Ash
land University at 8:00 p.m.
on Thursday in the Fieldhouse Arena.

GVSU

SCHEDULE
M. SWIMMING
Thursday at GLIAC
Championships, all day
Friday at GLIAC
Championships, all day
Saturday at GLIAC
Championships, all day

W. SWIMMING
Thursday at GLIAC
Championships, all day
Friday at GLIAC
Championships, all day
Saturday at GLIAC
Championships, all day

W. BASKETBALL
Thursday vs. Ashland,
6 p.m.

Saturday vs. Lake Erie,
1 p.m.

M. BASKETBALL
Thursday vs. Ashland,
8 p.m.

Saturday vs. Lake Erie,
3 p.m.

M. TRACK AND FIELD
Friday at GVSU Big Meet,
10 a.m.

Saturday at GVSU Big
Meet, 10 a.m.

W. TRACK AND FIELD
Friday at GVSU Big Meet,
10 a.m.

Saturday at GVSU Big
Meet, 10 a.m.

M.TENNIS
Saturday vs. Davenport,
6:30 p.m.

Sunday vs. Southern
Indiana, 9 a.m.

GRAND VALLEY

GRAND VALLEN
-

*

GVL / Robert Mathews

Forward motion: GVSU hurdlers Jade Hull (left) and Katelyn Pittman (right) at a practice for the Bjq Meet, which GVSU hosts in the Kelly Family Sports Center.
BY ZACH SEPANIK

said senior sprinter Xavier
Parnell, who has participated
n what has become an an in the Big Meet since the in
nual tradition since the augural race. “The first day
Kelly Family Sports Cen of the invite is pretty much
ter was completed four years as deep as it is going to get
ago, the Grand Valley State as far as competition we will
University Big Meet is a plat- see this season. On day two,
formlor the men’s and wom- it will still provicle that great
eiWlWck and field teams tb ’competi tioiT-1 *******±'*■
While GVSU has had the
prepare for the postseason.
“It is always a weekend privilege to compete against
that most teams focus on top competition already this
competing at a high level,” season at the Indiana Uni
said GVSU men’s and wom versity Relays, the Big Meet
en’s track and field head provides yet another opportu
coach Jerry Baltes. “It is the nity for strong performances
last big competition prior to against the best in the Mid
the conference meet because west.
“We are getting ready for
most of the time, the week be
fore conference is just used as our conference meet in two
a tune-up or low key meet to weeks and are looking to get
get ready for the conference good standing going into con
meet.”
ference,” said sophomore
But what exactly did the sprinter Kalena Franklin.
team do in years before the “We want to compete fast
new facility was built?
so that we are hitting bet
“Prior to having the Turf ter times. It is more us
Building, we would have to getting ready and find
travel to a meet to get the ing out if you can hit
competition, a good track, this mark, then you
to put our student-athletes in can go beyond it.”
the best situation to compete
With to compete
at a high level,” Baltes said. at home on Friday
“When we did that, it was re and Saturday, both
ally hard to take a lot of kids. coaches and athletes
We took small groups and it alike find it to be no
cost a lot of money and they better time to step
were missing class. So, we up to the plate and
said let’s make this a big produce quality re
weekend for us at home ”
sults.
The Big Meet has attracted
“Having
the
top teams from the Big 10, home facility gives
including Purdue University, us a lot of advan
the University of Michigan tages in training and
and Michigan State Univer competition,” Bal
sity, as well as other Division tes said. “We talk
I programs such as Western ed about focusing
Kentucky University, the Uni on themselves and
versity of Southern Illinois, taking advantage
and Indiana State University.
of the opportunity.
However, teams from all Basically, focusing
over the country have, and on themselves and
will, make the trip includ controlling what they
ing the Colorado School of can control. We have
Mines, California State Uni to find that mixture of
versity in Los Angeles, An comtort knowing we
gelo State University in Texas have a great opportu
and Harding University in nity, but going out and
Arkansas.
making it happen as well
“It is a great meet that and not just expecting it
brings a lot of great compe to happen.”
tition from Division I all the
way down to Division III,”
zsepanik @ lanthorn .com
GVL STAFF WRITER
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SATURDAY
10 a.m. M. heptathlon 60m
hurdles
*

10:55 a.m. M. heptathlon
pole vault
* Two pits for the hept PV
1 p.m. M. heptathlon 1,000m

FRIDAY RUNNING EVENTS

FIELD EVENTS:

11:30 M. 5000 section 6
11:50 M. 5000 section 5
12:10W. 5000 section 4
12:30W. 5000 section 3
12:55 M. 5000 section 4
1:15 M. 5000 section 3
1:35 M. 5000 section 2
1:55 W. 5000 section 2
2:20 W. 5000 invite section 1
2:40 M. 5000 invite section 1
3:00 W. 600 open 4 heats
3:10 M. 600 open 6 heats
3:30 W. 60 hurdle invite 3 heats
3:45 M. 60 hurdle invite 4 heats
4:00 W. 60 dash invite 4 heats
4:10 M. 60 dash invite 3 heats
4:20 W. 400 invite 5 heats
4:35 M. 400 invite 6 heats
5:00 M. 60 hurdle final (2 heats of 9)
5:10 W. 60 hurdle final (2 heats of 9)
5:15 M. 60 dash final (2 heats of 9)
5:20 W. 60 dash final (2 heats of 9)
5:30 W. Mile invite 3 heats
5:50 M. Mile invite 3 heats
6:10 W. 800 invite 4 heats
6:25 M. 800 invite 4 heats
6:40 W. 200 invite 7 heats
6:55 M. 200 invite 6 heats
7:15 W. 3000 invite 1 heat
7:30 M. 3000 invite 1 heat
7:40 W. 4x400 Relay invite 2 heats
7:55 M. 4x400 Relay invite 2 heats

Long jump, triple jump, shot
put and weight throw will hot
flight the first two sections
11:00 a.m. Open long jump
men pit, 1-TJ to follow
Open long jump women pit,
2-TJ to follow
(Triple jump follows long
jump)
11:00 a.m. Open women
weight throw- cement circle
(Men follow women)
11:00 a.m. Open men shot put
- wood circle
(Women follow men)
11:00 a.m. Open high jump
(Women follow men)

After the Hept PV is
complete, the women will
vault first on both runways
with a high and low pit.
Men's PV will follow with a
high and low pit.

VISIT LANTHORN.COM:
M. WRESTLING TEAM PLACES
4TH IN NATIONAL DUAL MEET

Free Print and Online Classifieds
Free for students, faculty and staff
Email to Classifieds@ Lanthorn.com

B21 SPORTS

Grand Valley Lanthorn
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2012
M .

Pep in their step

TENNIS

GVL Archive

Antagonize 'em: Shown at a previous game this season, the Laker Basketball Pep Band has
become the most vocal group of students in attendance at GVSU basketball games this season.

Laker Basketball Pep Band fuels music, jeers at games
BY BRADY FREDERICKSEN
GVL SPORTS EDITOR

X I ou’ve heard them bey fore. They’re at every
\ home basketball game
here at Grand Valley State
University, playing a song or
screaming at the top of the
lungs as an opposing player
shoots a free throw.
, They are the Laker Bas
ketball Pep Band, and this
collection of students —
some music majors, some not
— has occasionally provided
as much entertainmept as the
game the fans come to see.
“It’s a great atmosphere
and they really do a great
job,” said John T. Martin,
the director of athletic bands
at GVSU. “This is by far,
this year, one of the best pep
bands I’ve ever been associ
ated with ... it’s just great to
be around and see all of the
excitement.”
, It’s a tradition that has
been around prior to Mar
tin’s arrival in 2009, and has
set the pep band apart from
the student section in recent
years. Despite an inconsistent
amount of enthusiasm from
the student fans, the band has
made it a priority to get every
one at the games involved.
“It’s really hard to get the
fans going for some reason,”
said senior Kyan Kiogima, a
six-year veteran of the band.

“At first, it’s really hard to get
them to actually stand and
it’s hard because when we’re
playing, there are cheers that
go with our tunes, but they
don’t know them. Sometimes
I don’t play and I just yell so
they’ll catch on.”
Chances are you’ve heard
Kiogima at the game, as she’s
the main cog in the oft-heard
“you, you, you” chant. Fol
lowing the shower of “you,”
she is the person yelling “are
not good” before the crowd
finishes with “at aiU’ 'r~
The pep band’s love for
antagonizing the other team
has slowly spread to the
crowd, including the Laker
Nation student section, which
is slowly gaining members.
Along with their chanting,
the band does play music too.
From modem songs like DJ
Khaled’s “All I DoJ is Win”
to the school’s fight song, the
team has a plethora of tunes
up their sleeves.
To join the pep band, one
must audition by playing a
piece in front of the two direc
tors, and if a decision is made
in that student’s favor, they
are then placed in a chair.
“We’re just here for the
team, and we have a really
good time doing it,” said
sophomore Micah Stoddard.
“All the playing we do is
great too, especially for some
music majors getting some

more experience — it’s really
fun.”
There is that screaming
part though, and that scream
er is Stoddard, a music edu
cation major. While his main
job is playing, his most no
table job is screaming during
the opponent’s free throw, a
position he basically fell into.
“I just got really into it a
couple times and so I started
screaming like that,” he said.
“Eventually people started
noticing, ‘Oh hey, I hear this
guy over1 everyone5else. Last
year we had someone else do
the solo screamer, but they
graduated and I kind of just
took over the tradition.”
Since taking over, Stod
dard’s high-pitched, voice
cracking screams have be
come a part of the eclectic
band. Whether they’re play
ing or taunting, they have
proven to be a part of the
Grand Valley State sporting
experience and truly enjoy
what they do.
“We know that game time
is time to work, so we have
a lot of fun,” Kiogima said.
“The fun part of this is that a
lot of us aren’t music majors,
so it’s like people from all
walks of life coming together
and we have this one thing we
all love to do. It’s really not
work.”

sports @ lanthorn £om

name:
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class:
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'Swede' serve: Senior Marc Roesslein prepares to return a volley during a past match. A
native of Sweden, Roesslein is ranked as the No. 9 singles player in the country.
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Senior brings talent,
global training to GV
Swedish import looks for achievement on, off court
BY STEPHANIE DEIBLE
GVL ASSISTANT SPORTS

Traveling more than
4,000 miles from home to
pursue a degree in medi
cine, senior Marc Roess
lein gives the Grand Val
ley State University men’s
team an on-court presence
unmatched by most com
petitors in the Midwest.
Roesslein, a native of
Basel, Switzerland, pos
sesses one of best allaround games the Lakers
have seen in recent years.
“He is one of the best
volley-ers I have ever had
as a coach,” said GVSU
head coach John Black.
“He is very strong at the
net, very aggressive, he
will attack and move up at
the net and his serve can be
a weapon.”
At the age of 11. Rosesslein started playing tennis
competitively and quickly
developed a passion for the
game.
A passion he thought he
would have to give up in
order to become a doctor,
but soon discovered while
studying abroad, would al
low him to attend school
and further his tennis ca
reer.
“I was applying for med
school back home, but at
the same time because I
played competitive tennis
in France and Germany in
their leagues, I didn’t want
to give up tennis,” Roess
lein said. “I heard from
other friends that there was
this opportunity to get an
■athletic scholarship and to
combine academics with
tennis and sports. For me
it seemed like a perfect op
portunity to study abroad

^/////////////////////^^^^
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"He is one of the best volley-ers I have
ever had as a coach. He is very strong
at the net, very aggressive, he will
attack and move up at the net and his
serve can be a weapon."

and live in a different cul
ture.”
With a natural, adventur
ous instinct, Roesslein was
eager to travel and step out
of his comfort zone while
he had the opportunity.
“It was a now-or-never
thing,” he said. “As soon
as you’re an M.D., as soon
as you’re a doctor, you’re
probably not going to be
traveling that much any
more.”
Despite being away
from all of his family and
friends, Roesslein was able
to adapt to America quite
quickly.
“It wasn’t that difficult
for me to adjust because
Western European culture
isn’t that different from the
U.S.,” he said. “There is a
lot of smaller details that
are different, but the men
tality is comparable.”
Luckily, for GVSU he
fit right in on the tennis
court, too.
The senior is currently
ranked No. 9 in the Inter
collegiate Tennis Associa
tion Midwest singles rank
ings.
On the court, his aggres
sive net play, experience
and 6-foot-5 frame help to

JOHN BLACK
HEAD COACH

^
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set him apart from his com
petitors.
“I’m more of serveand-volley type player”,
he said. “I really like to be
aggressive, come to the net
and finish my points with
volleys.”
Aside from is aggres
siveness and physicality;
motivation plays a role in
Roesslein’s success on the
court.
“Marc is a very mo
tivated individual” said
Josh Kazadan, Roesslein’s
teammate and roommate.
“Everything he does, he
dedicates himself to fully.”
As he finishes up his fi
nal season with the Lakers,
Roesslein said his biggest
goals are to maintain solid
play throughout the year
and continue to balance
athletics and academics.
He has aspirations to
attend medical school at
University of Michigan or
Northwestern University
before returning to Swit
zerland.
GVSU will face off
against Davenport Univer-'
sity on Friday at 6:30 p.m.
in the MVP Sportsplex.

assistantsports®
lanthorn.com

SPORTS IB3

Grand Valley Lanthorn
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2012
------------------------------W.

WATER

POLO

--------------------------------

M.

ROLLER

HOCKEY

tlDAL WAVE

ciut
Preparation: Josh Kanclerz of the GVSU roller hockey club glides across the ice.The team will j
compete in the Midwest Collegiate Roller Hockey League regional championships in March.
.
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Club looks to finish season1
strong after 3-game streak
BY MELANIE HUHN

“We have definitely have
come along way from the
beginning of the season,”
he Grand Valley State said head coach Tim MastUniversity club roller bergen. “We had a few is
hockey team looks sues with inconsistency to
begin with. Being able to
to finish preseason games
with a winning streak and play one game at the higher
to begin to prepare for the level and then the next game
Midwest Collegiate Roller just coming out flat.”
With two weeks off be
Hockey League regional
fore their last regular season
championships in March.
Now in their second sea game, Mastbergen and his
son at the Division I level, team will be focusing on
the Lakers have fared well perfecting their power play
with a 5-5-2 record, current to maximize their scoring
ly sitting in third place in the chances and giving up fewer
Midwest Collegiate Roller chances.
“The guys are getting
Hockey League conference
behind Ohio State Universi used to playing with each
ty and first-place Michigan other” Mastbergen said.
“There is familiarity be
State University.
Over the weekend, the tween the players. As bad
Lakers skated away with a habits are starting to form
perfect 3-0 record, emerg as coaches we are trying to
ing victorious against the work together to break them
University of Illinois (9-4), and to make sure we are a
Stony Brook University (9- fine-oiled machine.”
With the challenges of
4) and Division II Central
Michigan (9-4). The Lak tougher competition against
ers were led by sophomore Division I schools, the Lak
forward Kyle Novack, who ers have the attitude to better
scored three goals in each their record from the 201011 regular season record of
game.
Heading into the final 7-8-2 and to beat rival Ohio
games of the season, the State in the regional cham
members on the team are pionships.
“We have treated the
starting to peak while they
continue to improve on their games this year with a more
serious attitudes since mov
team play.

GVL STAFF WRITER
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Proactive defense: GVSU women's water polo coach Josh Ahrendt instructs the athletes in
the pool during practice.The team will compete in the FenwickTournament this weekend.

Young team eyes win, nationals bid
as Notre Dame meet approaches
BY BRYCE DEROUIN
GVL STAFF WRITER

The Grand Valley State
women’s water polo team
has one goal in mind for
their season: beat the Uni
versity of Notre Dame.
“Notre Dame is our
biggest rival and they are
in our conference,” said
senior co-captain Kaitlin
Dean. “The conference
usually comes down to us
and them, and it’s always
our No.l goal to beat Notre
Dame because if we can,
we can go to nationals.”
Before the Lakers can
set their sights on the Irish,
they are going to have to
work out their own kinks.
“We need to improve
on the offensive side of the
pool,” said fifth-year head
coach Josh Ahrendt. “Our
girls are working hard at
practice and committing to
doing the things expected
of them. Building up a
little more chemistry will
definitely help us out a lot
too.”
GVSU is going to have
to rely on the underclass
man to make a positive im
pact on the team this year.
The Lakers boast a young
roster, with 10 of the 16
players underclassman.
“We’ll have to get con
tributions from the young
er players on the team,’’
Ahrendt said. “I think they
are more than capable of
helping the team, and I’m
excited to see how they
turn out.”
The Lakers already have
one meet under their belts,
and the tournament exem
plified the type of progress
the team is making.
GVSU dropped their
first match against Illinois
5-6, tied Michigan State

i

"We've progressed a lot from
the first day of practice. Over the
weekend it was obvious to see that
our passing got a lot better and we
were able to run different plays.
You could see us progressing and
getting better."

KAITLIN DEAN
SENIOR CO-CAPTAIN

i

ing up to DI,” said freshman
forward Josh Kanclerz. “We
deserved it and we are a bet
ter more skilled team now
because of it.”
Club president and se
nior forward, Nick Dow,
couldn’t agree more with
Kanclerz.
“I think its there this
year,” Dow said. “A big
difference from last year is
how positive we are. Every
one has fun on the bench
instead of getting down on
each other. We need a com
plete game of tightening
up on defense, giving less
chance at odd man rushes.
Get rid of our weaknesses
and capitalize on our scor
ing will make all of the dif-,
ference.”
With a newfound atti
tude, the Lakers will take re
turn to action against East
ern Michigan University,
the University of Michigan,
Michigan State University
and Ohio State University
in West Bloomfield, Mich.,
on Feb. 18th.
“These guys have really
shown what they can do,”
Mastbergen said. “If we
can play a complete game
we shouldn’t have to worry
about anything else. I need
36 minutes at 100 percent.”

huhn @ lanthorn com
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alumni 6-6 and then de
feated OKRED 5-2. The
Lakers then lost to the Uni
versity of Michigan 3-7.
“The team is playing
pretty well,” Ahrendt said.
“I’m coming away pretty
pleased from the weekend.
We want to compete for a
conference championship,
and hopefully win it in the
end.”
GVSU is still trying to
develop team continuity
and develop chemistry in
the pool.
“We’re improving and
working as a team more,”
said junior co-captain Sa
mantha Chrichton. “We
are working as one unit in
stead of separate people in
the water.”
Team chemistry outside
of the pool makes it easier
for the Lakers to get on the
same page, and their chem
istry makes it easier for the
team to achieve their goals
together.
“The girls all get along
very well,” Dean said.
“There are no cliques on
the team. We all under
stand that our main goal is

to work together to win our
games.”
Continuing to improve
since day one will be vital
to the Lakers success. The
players have already seen
the team making progress
since the first day of prac
tice.
“We’ve progressed a
lot from the first day of the
practice,” Dean said. “Over
the weekend it was obvious
to see that our passing got
a lot better and we were
able to run different plays.
You could see us progress
ing and getting better.”
Even with progress be
ing made, GVSU is still
aware of the areas they
need to improve on if they
want to become Mid-West
conference champions.
“We’re really good at
defense,” Chrichton said.
“So if we can get our of
fense up to standards, we
will have a really good
team this year.”
GVSU will return to
action Friday for the threeday Fenwick Tournament.
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Review: The light is still on in the
‘Piazza,’ and it’s getting brighter
BY CORY FINKBEINER
GVL STAFF WRITER

y^/////////////////^

he Grand Val
It was really
ley State Univer
// thrilling to
sity opera theater’s
production of “The Light;/ see them
^ achieve those
in the Piazza” kicked
off last weekend, and its
y relationships
student cast and musical
y between
accompaniment are gaining
% people. It
confidence going into their
% was exciting
second and final weekend
y
because
of performances,
y
everything
was
“The performances last
^
so
important...
weekend were some of the
^ They're in the
best I’ve seen since I’ve
y zone."
been artistic director,” said
associate professor of music
Dale Schriemer. “They
worked hard as actors. They
. DALE Z
worked hard as musicians.”
SCHRIEMER
Z
The show is only going
ARTISTIC
y
to get better next weekend,
DIRECTOR ^
Schriemer said.
“As they get more
y/////////////////z,
confident, they go deeper
and become more effective
“Both girls are beautiful.”
as performers,” he said. “It
With the different takes
was really thrilling to see
them achieve those relation on the same character, the
show is worth seeing twice.
ships between people. It
was exciting because every Each actress brings a differ
ent flare and understanding
thing was so important...
to the passionate Clara.
They’re in the zone.”
“Pappas is more willful,”
The play has a rotating
Schriemer said. “She’s a
cast for its female leads.
spitfire. You can see that in
Alexandra Pappas gives
her eyes. There’s intensity
a more fiery portrayal of
there.”
the young and love struck
Pappas seems to draw
Clara, while her counterpart
her spontaneity from the
Claire Chardon exposes the
character’s childlike quality. same place she holds her
love for theatre.
“Both sets of casts are
“I enjoy the thrill and
fabulous,” said box office
manager Jack Lane. “It’s re risk of performing live,”
Pappas said. “There’s al
ally demanding vocally. It’s
ways the chance something
interesting, too, because it’s
could go horribly wrong,
a live orchestra pit. It’s very
or you flub a line, or won’t
demanding for them. It’s
be able to sing, or miss an
really a difficult show.”
entrance. It’s mostly just
The cast must find a bi
pre-performance nervous
lingual voice as actors, but
ness, but once the show gets
they do well never to leave
going it goes away.”
the audience behind.
And the show has gotten
“They’re speaking in
going. The first-perfor
Italian, but you know what
mance butterflies are gone,
they’re saying through
and next weekend looks
context,” Lane said.
promising.
Perhaps the most dif
“I think everybody’s
ficult stretch of character
going to be really fired up,”
would be Ryan Deboer’s
Lane said. “They’re hitting
portrayal of male lead
their stride.”
Fabrizio, who holds the
Performances are Friday
affection of rotating women
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m
in Pappas and Chardon.
and Sunday at 2 p.m. in the
“What a delicious
Louis Armstrong Theatre.
dilemma: Which one will it
be tonight?” said Schriemer. cfinkbeiner@lanthorn.com
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Scenes from the stage: For those who did not get to catch last
weekends' performance of "The Light in the Piazza? there will
be three more this weekend at the Louis Armstrong Theatre.

'Stand-up' students bring humor to GV
BY BRIANA DOOLAN
GVL A&E EDITOR

Looking for a little comic
relief in your life? The newly
formed Grand Valley State
University Stand Up Comedy
Club hosts its first event next
week — a stand-up comedy
night, designed to feel like at
tending a real comedy club.
The event is next Wednes
day at 9 p.m. in Area 51 in the
basement of Kirkhof,
“It is our first event ever
and we hope it goes well,”
said senior Joe Stahura, vice
president of the club. “We
want a big crowd and it should
be fun. We have Grand Valley
comedians along with a few
other kids we know that are
performing. I am very excited
for it.”
Aric Pike, president of the
club, said he loves hearing
people tell jokes and explain
how they came up with them.
“An experienced comedi
an can come or a person who
has never done it can come,”
Pike said. “Everyone is help
ing each other, experienced
comedians offering advice
and new people giving their
view of jokes and learning
and creating an environment
where people can grow as co
medians.”
The club was created last
)
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In the spotlight: Grand Valley State University theater
major Chaz Albright, performs onstage as Pyropolynices
in last year's production of "The Braggart Soldier."

NOT SO

BRAGGART
Senior actor reflects on talent,
humility after time at GV
BY CORY FINKBEINER
GVL STAFF WRITER

Chaz Albright chose a profession which has trans
ported him across continents and personalities: he’s an
dctor and student at Grand Valley State University.
Albright was the lead in GVSU’s production of “The
Braggart Soldier,” performed last spring.
“My favorite character that I have ever played was
definitely Pyrgopolynices in The Braggart Soldier’
last year,” Albright said. “He was lecherous, filthy and,
as the title would suggest, a ‘braggart’ Roman soldier
who is made a fool by his slaves. The reason I enjoyed
the role so much was because it involved a lot of stage
combat and physical comedy.”
Albright also played Demetrius in “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream,” where he worked with GVSU class
mate Allison Staley.
“Demetrius is kind of obnoxious,” Staley said. “He’s
the hot shot.”
Albright’s portrayals may fall in line with his expla
nation of his affinity for theater.
“Acting came very naturally to me, probably be
cause I love to run my mouth,” Albright said.
But Staley said she sees a clear distinction between
the man and the character.
“He likes to goof around a lot, but you can tell he’s
a very passionate person,” she said. “It’s really nice
to talk to him because he’s one of those people who
doesn’t have an ego to go with his talent.”
Albright’s focus is less on himself, and more on his
craft.
“He really likes learning about the acting process,”
Staley said. “It’s fun working with him.”
Albright said acting is an awesome feeling, but dif
ficult to describe.
“It is kind of like exploring a different facet of your
self that you hadn’t known before, but in this height
ened realm of being,” Albright said.
What is Albright’s career plan?
“Anything and everything,” he said. “After I leave
Grand Valley, I will be moving to either Chicago or
Los Angeles to pursue whatever type of acting career
comes my way. I just plan on auditioning for everything
I can.”
Alright said he is a fan of slapstick, part of the reason
he enjoyed playing a braggart soldier.
“My dream career would be in voice acting, playing
a crazy cartoon cat or something would be awesome.”
That way, nobody gets hurt.
Albright numbers physical comedy legends Jack
Black and Chris Farley among his inspirations along
with less self-aware influences.
“The cast of ‘Jersey Shore,”’ he said. “Because if
they can be famous, so can I.”

Stand-up guys: (From left) Alex Kleiner, Casey Stoddard, Aric Pike, Joe Stahura and Jarrett Weber.

semester in collaboration be
tween Pike and Stahura. They
also recruited freshman Alex
Kleiner, who is an officer,
and sophomore Jarrett Weber,
who is the financial officer.
“The purpose of the club
is to get stand-up comedians
together and have fun, share
ideas and let people know
how to get into the scene,”
Stahura said. “We also want
to have a regular open mic
at Grand Valley. That is our
main goal. Comics are always
looking for an open mic and
if we can get one started at

Grand Valley, I know people
will enjoy it.”
Pike said the function of
the club is for students to be
able to get together and dis
cuss stand-up comedy. He
said students can share their
jokes with each other, attend
events with together, support
each other and help one an
other grow.
“I also wanted the club to
be a place where people can
get together and just laugh,”
Pike said. “So, we will basi
cally be discussing upcoming
opportunities to do stand up,

do some improv and comedy
writing to help people grow
as comedians.”
After having a few fund
raising events. Pike said the
club would like to plan its
own stand up comedy events
as well as attend various
comedy events in the Grand
Rapids and Kalamazoo area.
Anyone can join. Pike said.
For more information
about the group, visit their
Face book page by typing
“GVSU Stand Up Comedy
Club” into the search bar,

arts @ lanthorn .com

cfinkbeiner@ lanthorn .com

y//////////////^^^

\

"He likes to goof around a lot, but you
can tell he's a very passionate person.
It's really nice to talk to him because
he's one of those people who doesn't
have an ego to go with his talent."

ALLISON STALEY
CLASSMATE
y
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MARKETPLACE
Announcements

Employment

Win an iPod Nano! Become a
fan of “GVSU Transportation
Services” on Facebook and
submit your prediction of the
date and time that the bus
system will reach two-million
riders.
GVSU Facilities Services
thanks you for helping to re
duce energy, natural gas and
water costs by making small
changes to your daily routine!
GVSU Facilities Services
thanks for helping to reduce
energy,natural gas and water
costs by making small
changes to your daily routine!

Roommates
2 Female roommates needed
for a house in Standale.
Lease beginning Aug. 2012.
Rent is $400/month (utilities
included) Please contact

Amy

at

sturrusa@mail.gvsu.edu for
info.
Roommate Needed. 4 male
roommates already, 5 bed
room house in East town
Grand Rapids. Rent is
$240/month plus utilities.
Contact
Ryan
at
(248)252-3753 or e-mail at
lennonr@mail.qvsu.edu.

Services
ESL Tutor willing to assist
students
with
presentations/speeches,
academic papers, etc. Avail
able evenings and weekends.
E-mail: laughing_stream@yahoo.com,
Phone:
(616)895-1850 (Ask for Tina)
$10/hour.

Make lifelong friends. The Is
land House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge ShmS are looking for
help in all jas: Front desk,
Bell Staff,Wait Stuff, Sales
Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas.
Housing, bonus and dis
counted
meals.
(906)-847-7196 www.theislandhouse.com

Housing
At 48west enjoy individual
leases, private bathrooms,
on-site bus stop & much
more! Call today for leasing
information 616-895-2400,
48west@48west.info,
www.48west.com
Boltwood
Apartments,
Pet-Friendly, Huge Bed
rooms, & a Bus Stop. Leases
start at $395.00 per month.
Call today to schedule a tour.
616-895-5875.
www boltwoodgvsu com
Campus View, live close to
campus and get the most for
your money. Apartments and
Townhouses
available,
Leases start at $285.00 per
month.
Call
Today!
616-895-6678 or visit
www.campusviewhousing.co

Gerber Life Insurance Com
pany
Job Title: Technology Con
sultant
Location: Fremont, Ml
Salary: $12/ hr.
Search Job ID: 15561332
Apply By: February 24, 2012
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

Internships

Sofia Bella Couture
Job Title: Executive Assis
tant, Party Planner, and
Childcare Assistant
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Search Job ID: 15561324,
15561325,& 15561326
For more information visit
ui u wMW‘.gv£u.edu/lakerjob9‘'1'-1
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Mill Steel Company
Job Title: Purchasing Sup
port Intern
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Salary: Paid
Search Job ID: 15561135
Apply By: February 29, 2012
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
MCPc
Job Title: Field Inventory
Specialist
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Salary: $10/hr.
Search Job ID: 15561290
Apply By: February 24, 2012
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

SMG- DeVos Place
Job Title: SMG, Group Sales
Intern
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Salary: $9/ hr.
Search Job ID: 15561213
Apply By: February 19, 2012
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
Progressive Media Partners
Job Title: Multiple Internships
Available
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

Host an ELS International
Student while they learn Eng
lish and receive a stipend for
your efforts! Please contact
Julia 616-485-9583, or e-mail
iuliaelshomestay@qmail.com.

Remembrance Ranch
Job Title: Marketing Intern
Location: Allendale, Ml
Search Job ID: 15561245
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

MICHTYninis

Stop by the Winter 2012 Ca
reer Fair on Thursday, Febru
ary 23. Located in the Devos
Place Convention Center
from
1-5
p.m.
Visit
www.gvsu.edu/careerfairs for
more information.

American RV Sales & Serv
ice, Inc.
Job Title: Sales/Marketing
Assistant
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Salary: $8-$10/hr.
Search Job ID: 15561360
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

Miscellaneous

Support

kMUpn

GVSU
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Student

www gvsu edu/careerfairs

Media
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Get Caught Promotion. Rules
and Restrictions. Only one
student or faculty is a winner
per issue. Readers will be
chosen at random through
out the week on campus.
The prize awarded is
to-be-determined at random
but may include gift cards,
t-shirts, etc. Winners are re
quested to have their picture
taken and answer some
questions to be published in
the Lanthorn.

m
Subleaser Needed! May-July
2012. Rent $430/month. 4
bedroom townhouse. Parking
pass and guest parking pass
free. Contact Stephanie at
ewings@mail.gvsu.edu for
negotiation.

yy

Art Prize
Job Title: Technology Intern
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Search Job ID: 15561239
Apply By: February 20, 2012
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/
Muskegon Area First Eco
nomic Development Corpo
ration
Job Title: Research Assistant
Location: Muskegon, Ml
Search Job ID: 15561281
For more information visit
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs

ONLY $10 PE? ISSU

Opportunities
Bartending. No Experience
Needed. High income
potential. Training courses
available.Call
1-800-965-6520 ext. 226
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SCRAMBLERS
Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

Excel

PARSUSS

BUT TRUE

Munch

LIBBEN

By Samantha Weaver
• It was American author James
Thurber who made the following sage
observation: “Humor is emotional
chaos remembered in tranquility.”
• If you’re a fan of the original
“Wizard of Oz” movie, you might be
surprised to learn that the actress who
played Glinda the Good Witch. Bil
lie Burke, was 54 years old when the
film was shot.
• The award for the most needless
war in history could very well go to
Paraguay, whose president, Francisco
Solano Lopez, believed himself to be
an excellent tactician. He was a great
admirer of Napoleon Bonaparte and
wished to emulate the French emper
or. but he had no wars to fight. To
remedy the situation, in 1864 Lopez
declared war on all three of his neigh
boring countries. Uruguay. Argentina
and Brazil. His tactical abilities-seem
to have been of little use. however: it
is estimated that 90 percent of Para
guay’s male population was killed
during the course of the war.
• During this time of election mad
ness. “misology” could be a useful
word to know. It means “hatred of
reason.”
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Find the listed words in the diagram They run at all directionsforward, backward, up. down and diagonally.
Batmobile
Black Beauty
Blues mobile
Bullitt

Bumblebee
Christine
Ecto-1
Eleanor

7

E A N O R U Y T

General Lee
Herbie
Kltt
Melba Toast

® 2012 King Features Synd . Inc

Nellybelle
Pepe
Striped Tomato

All rights reserved
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Place a number In the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: *

★ Moderate ★ ★ Challenging
★ ★★ HOO BOY!
O 2012 King Fauturaa Synd.. Inc.
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Courtesy photo / Wajahat Ali

Other side: Wijahat Ali's play "Domestic Crusaders " will be read at the Cook-DeWitt Center at 7 p.m. tomorrow as part of the "Migrations of
Islam" program at Grand Valley State University. Ali is currently working on multiple books, a film screenplay and an HBO pilot.

9/11 seen through a different
lens in upcoming play
CHRIS LAFOY

signed a 20-page script in order to get credit
for the class.
“I thought he was crazy,” Ali said. “It was
hen Wajahat Ali signed up for like he was asking me to become a ballerina.”
a short stories class during his
Once the 20 pages were prepared Ali as
senior year at the University of sumed he would stop working on the project,
CaJifomia-Berkeley, he thought but Reed had other plans. Reed continued re
he was going to have a semesterquesting
of learning
more of the play in five-page incre
from an acclaimed professor. Instead of learn ments. The next three years resulted in a full
ing how to write short stories, Ali was forced to play. Reed then informed Ali that the play was
begin writing a play that would eventually get going to be performed on a community theater
attention across the nation.
stage.
“I didn’t even know what a staged reading
Tomorrow, Ali will be in attendance for the
Michigan State University theater department’s was,” Ali said. “I didn’t know what was going
staged reading of his play “Domestic Crusad on.
ers” at the Cook-DeWitt Center on Grand Val
After a warm response from the audience,
Ali decided to continue putting shows on in
ley State University’s Allendale Campus.
“Domestic Crusaders” is a play about three increasingly large theaters, working with the
generations of a Muslim Pakistani-American resources he could get a hold of.
family in a post-9/11 world.
“One show I used my family’s furniture to
“It’s a story of one family forced to confront dress the set,” Ali said. “They didn’t have any
one another and talk to each other over the thing in their living room for a week so I could
course of one day,” Ali said. “It’s all through a put on a play.”
The play’s success culminated on the stage
culturally specific lens different than the sensa
tional media.”
of the theatre at the Nuyorican Poets Cafe in
The process of writing the play could be the Lower East Side of New York City. During
a theatrical performance itself. Pulitzer Prize the five-week production, “Domestic Crusad
nominee Ishmael Reed, Ali’s short stories pro ers” broke the famed theater’s 40 year box of
fessor, decided that Ali’s talents were wasted fice record.
The day after Ali’s 30th birthday, he vfcas
on short stories and told him he would be as
GVL STAFF WRITER

W

ALI

shipped a copy of “Domestic Crusaders” in its
first edition published form, an accomplish
ment he worked toward for 10 years.
Now Ali no longer needs to borrow furni
ture to see his work, and his mother no longer
needs to cook for the cast. Theater departments
in cities all over the U.S. are putting his work
on display and sparking a conversation about
tolerance, blame, fear and understanding. Ali
said the play represents the side of the story
told by a people that were talked about often
but never actually heard.
Ali is currently working on many projects
including multiple books, an HBO pilot and a
film screenplay.
The performance is a part of the GVSU
program Migrations of Islam. This event incor
porates multiple mediums of art to facilitate a
conversation about the larger issues at hand.
Brian Bowe, visiting communications pro
fessor at GVSU, is helping to organize the up
coming events, including Ali’s play.
“‘Domestic Crusaders’ is one very power
ful example of a Muslim Pakistani-American
family attempting to understand the American
experience,” Bowe said.
Tomorrow’s staged reading in the CookDeWitt Center will begin at 7pm and admis
sion is free.

clafoy@ lanthorn £om

Review: 'Ovaries' inspires, empowers
BY STEPHANIE ALLEN
GVL STAFF WRITER

V/
Grand Valley State University
students take on activism in a creative
way with the play “That Take Ova
ries!: Bold Women. Brazen Acts,”
which debuts tonight.
In more than 22 exciting stories
presented by both female and male
students, and community members,
the play brings tears, laughter, courage
and inspiration to audiences.
“It shows that even the little things
can mean a lot,” said administrative
chair Betsi Bryker. “Especially the
‘Bully on the Bus’ piece, just one
small action - you don’t have to have
tons of money, you don’t have to have
a Ph D or be famous, you can make a
difference just in everyday actions.”
But it’s not about feminist empow
erment and women gaining control of
society. It’s about gender fairness that
spreads throughout multiple genera
tions of women.
“I think it reminds us of some of
the things that we forget are important
that we still need to do, where we still
need to grow, where we still need to
diversify, where we still need to sup
port,” said community member and
activist Barb Dal man
Students need to be informed of
the bold acts that women have done
and can do to help continue making
strides in a more equal direction.
“It’s important for someone like
me that women that are my daughters’
age, you know younger women, are a
strong force still, and they’re making
sure that they continue to carry the
torch, to make sure that they work
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"It represents
the strength that
everyday people
have to do the bold,
brazen acts. And
we're all everyday
students around
campus."
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toward equality,” Dal man said.
The stories range in seriousness
and scale. Pieces include “Good Vi
brations,” about a woman in the 1970s
who opeas a sex toy shop and started
her own successful business, to “No
Dunking,” about a girl who stands
up to a group of guys at her college
campus recreational center breaking
the basketball court rules.
Throughout the play, all of the
stories have one interlocking goal - to
iaspire. And they do exactly that. They
iaspire women to not back down, to
believe in themselves and to fight to
be part of something bigger.
“It represents the strength that
everyday people have to do the bold,
brazen acts,” said GVSU student
activist Jessica Wehby. “And we’re all
everyday students around campus.”
For the past 10 years the Women’s
Center put on the "Vagina Mono
logues,” but switching to “That Takes
Ovaries!” is a fresher and more upbeat
take on the equality issue. Students,
faculty and staff need to be informed

of the bold acts that women have
done, and can do to help continue
making strides in a more equal direc
tion.
“It’s important for someone like
me that women that are my daughters’
age, you know, younger women, are a
strong force still, and they’re making
sure that they continue to cany the
torch, to make sure that they work
toward equality,” Dalman said.
Knowing that some of the stories
were submitted from community
members like Wehby brings a more
personal experience.
Her emotional story about a trou
bled relationship gives hope to women
who are afraid to leave someone.
“I thought I was going to be an
emotional wreck because it is such
an emotional story, but it was really
more of a proud moment because I did
something that ‘took ovaries.’” Wehby
said. "It’s really powerful to see that.”
The broad range of story topics
resonate with every audience member.
“It’s woman who make a lot of
bold decisions for their lives, and I
think they should feel empowered to
do so,” said GVSU student activist
Allison Staley. “I don’t know if our
society as a whole is necessarily doing
that.empowering them. I feel like this
show is a small step in that direction.”
Performances are tonight at 7 pm.
in the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof Center and tomorrow at 7 pm.
at Wealthy Street Theatre in Grand
Rapids. Tickets on sale now are $5
for students and $ 10 for community
members. All proceeds benefit local
woman’s organizations.
sallen @ lanthorn jcom

GVL Archive

Center stage: An activist shares their story during the "ThatTakes
Ovaries!" Open Mic Night in December.The feminist play's debut
performance takes place tonight iqthe Grand River Room at 7.

